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FLOWERS AND PLANTS

IN THE GARDEN

OUT AND ABOUT

Fertilisers, insecticides 
and herbicides
Danger: While off-the-shelf products are generally 
safe for pets, they can present dangers if brushed 
against or swallowed.

How to avoid: Read the instructions carefully 
and don’t use if there’s a potential risk.

Cocoa mulch
Danger: Like chocolate, cocoa-based garden soil dressing 
contains theobromine which poses a potentially lethal risk.

How to avoid: Only use sparingly, if at all, and seek veterinary 
advice if you see your cat eating it.
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8.

If you’d rather avoid a trip to one of our accident and emergency  
clinics or 24/7 hospitals this spring then beware of these:

Calling all cat owners

13 springtime  
dangers that  
could make  
your cat ill

Slug and snail pellets
Danger: A perpetual garden pest, snails tend to 
come out of hibernation in April and the pellets 
used to control them can be highly toxic.

How to avoid: Avoid any products containing a 
substance called metaldehyde and scatter any 
pellets you do use sporadically.

Rhododendrons and azaleas
Danger: These contain a highly toxic substance called 
grayanotoxin which can cause nausea, vomiting, difficulty 
breathing and coma.

How to avoid: Use more pet-friendly ornamental  
flowering shrubs.

Buttercups
Danger: A common sight during springtime, 
buttercups are mildly poisonous and can  
cause drooling, vomiting and  
even seizures.

How to avoid: Keep your lawn in shape.

Daffodils
Danger: The bulbs are particularly poisonous and, if eaten, can 
trigger severe vomiting and diarrhoea and possibly even death.

How to avoid: Don’t plant bulbs in your garden.

Tulips, amaryllis  
and hyacinth
Danger: While not as toxic as daffodils, these 
flowers are dangerous if eaten in large quantities.

How to avoid: Don’t buy or try to keep out of 
reach of your cat.
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7.

3   .
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Lilies
Danger: Can cause convulsions and are potentially 
fatal when eaten.

How to avoid: If you’re keen on cut flowers,  
opt for roses or orchids instead.

1   .
2     .

4   .

Wasps and bees
Danger: Most wasp and bee stings are not emergencies, 
but veterinary help may be needed if your cat is stung in 
the mouth or neck, or is allergic.

How to avoid: Make sure you remove or report any 
nests near your home.

Grass blades
Danger: Cats who have a penchant for eating grass run the 
risk of getting the blades stuck in their nose and throat. This 
can cause breathing problems, sneezing and nasal discharge.

How to avoid: Keep your lawn short and avoid planting 
coarse and ornamental grass in your garden.

Adders
Danger: Adders are most likely to bite in spring 
when they’ve just come out of hibernation.  
Their venom is highly dangerous to cats.

How to avoid: Adders are reasonably common 
in rough, open fields. If you suspect your cat has 
been bitten seek urgent veterinary treatment.
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11.

SPRINGTIME STATS TO GIVE YOU PAWS FOR THOUGHT

http://www.petproductmarketing.co.uk/content.php?sid=1103
http://www.petinsurancereviews.org/pet-statistics.html
https://www.adrianflux.co.uk/blog/2015/06/the-50-most-amazing-cat-facts.html
http://www.addaction.org.uk/page.asp?section=414
https://www.rocketmill.co.uk/infographic/easter/
https://infographic.statista.com/normal/chartoftheday_3372_Easter_in_the_UK_by_the_numbers__n.jpg
https://horticulture.ahdb.org.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/8598312.stm
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/countryside/8412204/Has-the-beautiful-adder-had-it.html
https://www.nfuonline.com/assets/63880
https://horticulture.ahdb.org.uk/sites/default/files/u3089/Horticultural%20summary%20report%20web%20version.pdf
http://www.hortweek.com/prospect-bumper-year-slugs-debated/retail/article/1337858
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/416968/The-wonder-of-wasps-an-essential-part-of-garden-life

Sources

11.6m
annual sales in £s of slug 
and snail pellets in the UK

243bn
estimated number of 
wasps in the UK

80m
chocolate eggs sold in 
the UK every year

92%
of pets will experience 
an emergency situation 
during their lifetime

8.8
average number 
of Easter eggs a 
child receives

9 in 10
poisonings happen while  
pets are in their own home

50%
increase in 
emergency calls to 
Vets Now at Easter

4000
hectares of land in UK 
that’s covered in daffodils 7.5m

CATS IN THE UK

Monitor your cat carefully and if you suspect a change in condition  
seek advice from your vet or, out of hours, contact your nearest Vets 
Now pet emergency clinic or Vets Now 24/7 hospital.

If you suspect your cat has consumed any of the items listed seek 
urgent advice from your vet or, out of hours, contact your nearest 
Vets Now pet emergency clinic or Vets Now 24/7 hospital.

Contact your vet immediately or, out of hours, call your nearest Vets 
Now pet emergency clinic or Vets Now 24/7 hospital as your cat may 
require urgent emergency treatment.

•  They are curious about the smell and texture

•  To relieve stress

•  They are bored

•  They may have a nutrient deficiency

•  To mimic the shearing of prey

•  It may be obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD)

•  A genetic predisposition

•  For dental reasons like teething

RISK RATINGS 
EXPLAINED

WHY DO SOME CATS CHEW ON 
ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING?

2–3

1

4–5

 60m  
value in £s of lilies imported  
into the UK every year 1 in 5 toxic plant cases in 

pets are due to lilies

100,000
estimated adder population

Easter eggs
Danger: Chocolate contains a 
stimulant called theobromine, a bit like 
caffeine, that’s poisonous to cats.

How to avoid: Always keep Easter 
eggs out of reach.
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1/5
Likelihood 
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FOOD AND DRINK

12. Spring onions
Danger: Can cause stomach irritation and 
lead to red blood cell damage and anaemia.

How to avoid: All forms of onion can be a 
problem so make sure leftovers are properly 
disposed of.

13.

Your pet emergency service

vets-now.com/spring
Vets Now Ltd. Penguin House, Castle Riggs, Dunfermline, Fife, KY11 8SG. Company reg: SC218632

https://christmas.vets-now.com/find-an-emergency-vet/
https://christmas.vets-now.com/find-an-emergency-vet/
https://christmas.vets-now.com/find-an-emergency-vet/
https://christmas.vets-now.com/find-an-emergency-vet/
https://christmas.vets-now.com/find-an-emergency-vet/
https://christmas.vets-now.com/find-an-emergency-vet/

